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The Oklahoma 
City Thunder 
took on the 
Washington 
Wizards 
Thursday, 
winning 121-112 
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Mark your 
calendars 


The 
Oklahoman 
picks 10 
movies worth 
checking out in 
2018. 
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1-235 to close Friday to set new 
railroad bridge spans in place 


BY JOSH DULANEY 
AND ROBERT MEDLEY 
Staff Writers 


Get ready for the big 
move. A portion of Inter- 
state 235 will close Friday 
night as workers prepare 
to move new railroad 
bridge spans in north 
Oklahoma City over the 
weekend, the Oklahoma 
Department of Transpor- 
tation reported. 

The bridge spans will 
be moved during daylight 


Saturday and Sunday 
mornings, but all lanes 
of I-235 between NW 36 
and Interstate 44 will 
close at 7 p.m. Friday, 
with an expected reopen- 
ing at 6 a.m. Tuesday, 
after cleanup and other 
finishing work. 

High winds delayed the 
work onJan. 19, but crews 
are prepared to move the 
spans this weekend, as 
winds should be lighter 
Friday night and Satur- 
day morning. 


MORE ONLINE 


To see 

a video 
about the 
planned 
moving 
of two 
railroad bridges, go 
to Oklahoman.com. 


The 45-foot-high 
spans will replace the 
existing BNSF bridge. 


The spans represent 
about $30 million of a 
three-year, $88 million 
project to add lanes and 
replace bridges along a 
two-mile stretch from 
NW 36 to slightly north 
of NW 50. 

The overall project is 
expected to be completed 
in late 2019. The artery 
handles up to 100,000 
vehicles each day. 

Each 275-foot-long 


SEE BRIDGES, 2A 


Andru Dallaly, estes. and Joe Hudson, right, interview Cotton Russell under an overpass hee dawn Thursday during. 
the city’s annual Point-in-Time homeless count. [PHOTOS BY STEVE SISNEY, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Outreach teams search streets, 
camps to count city’s homeless 


BY SILAS ALLEN 
Staff Writer 
sallen@oklahoman.com 


Most nights, Cotton 
Russell sleeps on a mat 
in a concrete crevice 
high up on the underside 
of a highway overpass, 
not far from downtown 
Oklahoma City. 

The space is long and 
wide enough for a man to 
stretch out comfortably. 
Just a few inches above 
the spot where Rus- 
sell lays his head, a steel 
crossbeam is lined with 


Styrofoam soda cups, 
water bottles and a pur- 
ple stuffed gorilla. 


Tractor-trailers rum- 
ble across the bridge 
all night long, but they 
don’t bother him much. 
He has a pair of earplugs 
to block out the noise 


and a pile of blankets for 
when it gets cold. Rus- 
sell, 56, has been home- 
less for decades, but he’s 
only lived in Oklahoma 
City for about the past 
five months. He comes 
through the city once 
every few years, usually 
staying for a month or 
two before moving on. 

“I come and go,” he 
said. “I’ll be here one 
day and gone the next, 
and I won’t come back 
for another two or three 
years.” 

There are others there 
with him under the 
bridge, and they look out 
for each other, Russell 
said. There’s a woman 
he calls Cali — she’s from 
California — and a man 
everyone calls the Mayor, 


SEE HOMELESS, 3A 


MORE ONLINE 


To see a video of the Point-in-Time count 
of homeless people in Oklahoma City, go 


to Oklahoman.com. 


TODAY’S PRAYER 
God of compassion, help us to 
resist all habits which would 


Business 1C Life 
Classified 1E Opinion 
Comics 8E Sports 
Deaths 6A Stocks 


injure our bodies or minds. Amen. 


Shanna Sears, left, and Andru Dallaly interview the home- 
less during the city’s annual Point-in-Time homeless count 


on Thursday in Oklahoma City. 


Pam Stark approaches a homeless person during Okla- 
homa City’s annual Point-in-Time homeless count. 
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Preparation for the I-235 bridge spans to be moved this week- 
end continues Thursday. [PHOTO BY DOUG HOKE, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Flu hospitalizations 
may nearly double 
from last year’s toll 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
mwingerter@oklahoman.com 


This year’s flu is on 
track to put more people 
in the hospital than in 
recent years, and a more 
severe strain of the dis- 
ease is gaining ground. 

Statewide, 2,014 peo- 
ple were hospitalized for 
flu between the season’s 
beginning in Septem- 
ber and Tuesday. More 
than 400 of them ended 
up in the hospital in the 
last week. The state has 


recorded 74 flu-related 
deaths so far. 

In Oklahoma County, 
380 people have been 
hospitalized and five have 
died, according to the 
Oklahoma City-County 
Health Department. 

Flu activity still 
appears to be increasing 
statewide, said Kendra 
Dougherty, an epidemi- 
ologist at the Oklahoma 


State Department of 
Health. Even if the flu 
does peak soon, the 
SEE FLU, 2A 


In 2007, Harvey Pratt stands beside a mural he painted at 
the OSBI headquarters in Oklahoma City. He was an under- 
cover agent in 1977 and involved in the manhunt for Gene 
Leroy Hart. [PHOTO BY PAUL HELLSTERN, THE OKLAHOMAN ARCHIVES] 


Three Oklahoma artists 
in consideration for 
National Mall memorial 


BY JUSTIN WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
jwingerter@oklahoman.com 


Half of the six art- 
ists being considered to 
design the National 
Native American Veter- 
ans Memorial in Wash- 
ington are from Okla- 
homa. 

In November, the 
Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of the American 
Indian began accepting 
design ideas for a vet- 
erans memorial on the 
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National Mall, ultimately 
receiving 413 proposals 
from artists on five con- 
tinents. On Thursday, it 
announced the top five 
designs. 

Enoch Kelly Haney, a 
former state representa- 
tive, state senator and 
former principal chief of 
the Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma, teamed with 
Dan SaSuWeh Jones, a 
former chairman of the 
Ponca Tribe, on one of 


SEE ARTISTS, 2A 
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